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Constitution. From first to last, as we hare said,
Whittier never wavered in his determination to
fight slavery at the ballot-box, and lie considered
it useless waste of strength to tug at the pillars of
the Union, and attempt to overthrow the church
or to carry along reforms for which the time was
not yet ripe. To the criticism he received from,
his friends of the " old organization" he made
temperate and good-natured replies, reserving all
his sharpest arrows for the common enemy.

It was in 1837 that lie wrote "The Pastoral
Letter," called out by the action of an association
of clergymen which met at Brookfield, Mass., and
issued a letter to the churches warning them
against discussions of " agitating and perplexing
subjects," and especially against the mission of the
South Carolina sisters Grimke', which " threatens
the female character with widespread and perma-
nent injury."

In 183T, John Quincy Adams wrote a series of
remarkable letters to his constituents, telling the
whole story of his great fight in Congress for the
right of petition. These letters were published in
the Quincy " Patriot," which had a small circu-
lation, limited to his Congressional district. As
Adams at this time belonged to neither of the great
parties that divided the country, none of the party
organs copied these letters, the spirit and brilliancy
of which would have insured their appearance in
every leading journal of the country if the journal-
istic enterprise of the present time had prevailed
in those days. The friends of liberty were not
willing that this record of a splendid forensic con-